EXPO SHANGHAI 2010
THE BELGIAN/EUROPEAN PAVILION

Placed under the sign of hope of better

to be the largest universal expo of a

Lies 1or a De

LB

tter life, Expo Shanghai 2010 promises

| time, with 167 participants and 70 million expected

visitors, A little curtain raiser on the Be glan Pavilion currently under construction, with

arehitect Christinge Conx

The call fer tendar for the design, busding. maintenance and de
maolition 0f the Haigan/Europesn pavilich was won Last spring by
the JV hanghe 2010 be made up of Inberbaild and Realys Group
A5 3 building company estabhahed in Belgum, specalising in non
ressdeniial Duddings, Interbuild also made the Belgaan pindsn in
Hancwer. The Realys Group project manager i8 guarantor for lo
cal invoivement thanke 1o Fud experience on the Chinése markes
and s gepartmant i Shanghal, in JY Shanghas 2010 be includeng
among othars <lan Hoet Jr and Virguals I:S-E"E"'Ililg_r'ﬂl.ll"rpf' and Gl
(incal entroprensur), Goned Archilacts o respomisble (o the archi
tectural dessgn of the pamlion

“In a constondly changing world everything happens with passion,”
Charisting Coni SayE. N is more True (Ran &ver (n (s project that
il s 1he buskding a5 such or the public space created round it Our
archilectural fask i3 continucusly gusded by passion because we
want bo go beyond the pure and semple planning of the buikding =
The erchitect speaks of 1ke very particular thought which underiies
the concept of 1he Befgian/European pavilion, 5000 m?2 destined 1o
a collection of images and shows, How 1o place i on the scals
of Shanghai, its 19 million inhabiants, ks energy, s liphts, ks
tenfacle like motarways? How to translate Belgisn's ceniral goo
graghical passtion in Eurcpe and its historical position at the cross
roads of Laim, Germanic, and Anglo Sacon influences, its culleral
openness and is drersity? And how to remain atientise 10 1k ne
tion af durability? “The fact that the building is ephemeral posed B
big prablem for us. It s impertant Ehat it should open ondo anather
Iide afier the Expa. This is why wo have designed i e a meccano
st which can be dismounted and reconstructed somewhore slse
In China, | hope. 'We have made wp a simple shell corresponding to
the image of the Belginns, frsily discrete towards the outer workd
bt Ehem hey surprise with their talent, createity and high technp-
logy.” The bunlding s miegrated into the lendscape wilh 8 garden
gprinkled with trees, created fo enlece stralling arcund and to ac
commodate the waiting lines. Enclosed on three sides to adapt to
Shanghai's hot and humid clmate, g5 paralliepipedal form covared
n alumanium mesh Spens 1o the north through & long glass facade
onto the karge esplanade
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